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MasTERS and MISTRESSES 


PROFESSING GODLINESS, 


TT are ſatisfied (it is likely) of 
the propriety, if not the abſolute 
neceſſity, of the following Addrels to 
Servants; and you are glad of the 
opportunity of proving their ſincerity, 
by charging the contents of it upon 
their conſciences, I believe with you 
that ſomething of this ſort is wanted, 
and we will hope that Good may be 
done by it. 4 | 
| 4 — 


—+Þ: REF. A-C--B: 


It has han whiſpered that there is 
"UG occaſion for 3 ſuch Addreſs 
to Maſters — and however that may 


be, you will certainly recommend the 


following pages with much moregrace, 
and to greater probable advantage, if 
prefaced with a ſhort sketch of one. 
He, who in exhortation or reproof, 
makes uſe of the monoſyllable as in- 
ſtead of you, thereby gives an addi- 

tional weight to his arguments, and 
wonderfully conciliates the candid at- 


tention of his hearers. 


All relative Duties are reciprocal, 
and every duty in your Servants be- 


{peaks a correſpondent one in you. 


« Are they to be obedient in all 


things? Are you then to grudge 


their wages and their maintenance? 
Are they to ſtrive to pleaſe you well 


© in all things?” And ſhould nat you 
teſtify your ſenſe and approbation of 
ſuch endeavors? © Do they take many 


« a chearful ſtep for this purpoſe?” 
And when ſicknels pub a clog m_ 
their 


HN FFA G 
their willing feet, will you not be 
tender- hearted and feel for them ? 
Obſerve the Centurion's conduct men- 
tioned in vii” Matth. and“ Go and 
ce do likewiſe.” It is to be feared 
there are many Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
who are only kind while the work 
goes forward briskly. | 4 
Servants are not *to anſwer again; 
this is certain; but Maſters ' ſhould 
« forbear threatening and angry lan- 
guage, knowing that they alſo have a 
Maſter in Heaven.” There is a mild- 
neſs in ſpeech and conduct towards In- 
feriors, which diſtinguiſhes, or ought 
to diftinguiſh, the followers of a meek 
and lowly Jeſus from all others: the 
contrary ſpirit ſhews itſelf by a harſh 
and overbearing manner in giving or- 
ders or admoniſhing of a fault. Re- 
member who made you to differ, and 
how ſhort a ſcaſon that difference will 
continue! 1 

_ Servants are to be faithful in every 
reſpect, uſing your things as if they 
| a3 were 
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were their own. If you obſerve this 
temper in them, you will encourage 
it by increaſing your confidence in 
them; and as they conſider your 
things as theirs, ſo you will be in- 
ed to conſider their things as yours. 
Vou will rejoice in an opportunity of 


ferving them, and with tenderneſs will 


you adviſe them upon every occaſion 
wherein they wiſh to conſult you. 
There are numberleſs methods of 
ſhewing kindneſs and condeſcenſion, 
and each of theſe methods is as a link 
in a Chain, binding the heart of your 
Servants (if they be worthy) to you 
and your re It is painful to 
ſee a variety of favor liberally beſtow- 
ed upon a dog or a cat, where the 
Servant has hardly been able to pro- 
cure a kind look or ſoft word. 


If you obſerve in your Servants a 


the diſcharge of their duty, ought not 
you to be on your'guard when an ac- 
cident es . leſt you take too 


much 


general diſpoſition to carefulneſs in 
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allow themſelves upon ſueh 


PREFACE wm 


| much notice of it? The emotions of 


anger and reſentment, in which ſome 
JCCE fions, 
moſt fadly grieve the Spirit of God 
that is within you, and cruelly diſ- 
courage the Souls of your Servants, 
who, if they be of the fort I am ſup- 
poſing, will be as ſorry as if the loſs 
were their own, without your adding 
to their concern y thirty ex- 
preſſions. | 

It is needleſs to fete you chat i it 
is as incumbent upon you as your 
Servant to adorn the doctrine of God 
your Savior in all things. But how 
you are to adorn your profeſſion as a 


_ godly Maſter, is a n worth con- 


ſideration. 


A worldly- minded Maſter is ſatis⸗ 
fied with the Servant that does his 
work — let the work appointed be 
finiſhed and all is well no matter the 
motive nor the diſpoſition with which 
it is done. But a godly Maſter is not 
ſo g contented. He would have 
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| his work done, but be 8 to 
ineulcate a ſenſe of Duty 


wr P R E 1 


to God as 
the proper motive and ſpring of the 
Servant's activity. He —— bim how 
while he is doing the buſineſs of his 
ſtation, he may be. ſerving the Lord 


_ Chriſt. In ſhort, the godly Maſter 


inſtructs his Servants in the whole will 
of God, and looks upon himſelf in 
ſome meaſure accountable for the Souls 
of his Domeſtics. Reader! have you 
thought of this, and have you prac- 
tiſed accordingly ? I hope you call 
your Family together at leaſt once a 
day for ſocial Prayer— for otherwiſe I 


am ſure you muſt throw off all pre- 


tenſions to the character of a godly 
Maſter — nay farther, if you repeat a 


mere ound of Prayers (as is the caſe 


in many families where conſcience will 
not ſuffer them to lay Prayer entirely 
aſide) without having your heart in 
the work, what are your Prayers but 
the noiſe of a tinkling cymbal ? But 


if your heart is in the work, you will 


not. 


P R E FAC EH 1 


not only pray with your Servants, but 
you will read the Scriptur es to them, 
and both by example and precept you 
will ſhew them how to live conſiſ- 
tently with their Prayers. Every 
Maſter of a Family ſhould be as it 
were the Miniſter of his Family, and 
this he might be without any infringe- 
ment upon the Miniſtry jitſelt. 
When your Servants have acted in- 
conſiſtently with their profeſſions, you 
have been ready to expreſs your ſur- 
prize at it. But what wonder if they 
are at a loſs in the practice of Godli- 
neſs, while the principles of it are 
languiſhing under your roof for want 
of encouragement from you ? What? 
do you expect that your work ſhall 
be done faithfully, while you leave the 
work of God to plead for itſelf in their 
hearts? This will not excuſe your 
Servants Untaithtulneſs we know, nor 
do we pretend to think that their ſpi- 
ritual life depends upon your ſupport: 
but the conduct I am cenſuring will 


be 


1 . N E F ACE. 

de your condermnation, and in fome 
ſhape ot other you will ſmart for the 
Abuſe ef that authority with which 
God has intruſted you. 
Try yourſelf— Are you as ſorry for 
the Sin of your Servant as for a failure 
in duty towards you? If otherwiſe, 
and you chide him ſeverely for the 
one, and take little notice of the other, 
it muſt be confeſſed you have not yet 
adorned the doctrine you profeſs, nor 
fulfilled the character of the godly 
Mafter, who ſays with Joſhua, As 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve 
„ © „ 
Conſider theſe few hints, and join 
with me in Prayer, that what this 
little volume contains may be accom- 
panied with a twofold bleſſing, that 
both Maſters and Servants may have 
cauſe to be thankful that it was writ- 


ten. F 
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AN 


AN | 
ADDRESS 


Servants Profeſſing GoDLinzss, &c. 


['T is much to be wiſhed that Perſons of 
L every rank and condition in life would 
ſtudiouſly endeavor to adorn the Religion 
they profeſs in all parts of their converſa- 
tion in the world. This we have each of 
us an opportunity of doing by a faithful 
diſcharge of the Duties which belong to . 
that ſtate of life to which it has pleaſed 
God to call us. On this ſubject I might 
addreſs people of every degree, from. the 
King on the throne to the pooreſt Day- 
Laborer—but my preſent deſign is towards 
thoſe only of low degree, namely, Servants, 
whether by the day or year, but eſpecially 
thoſe who reſide in the family where they 
are employed. 


I would 


1 12 AN ADDRESS TO SERVANTS. 
14 1 would beſpeak your ſerious attention 
1 by ſetting out with a common complaint, 
1 | j that there are numbers profeſſing a ſerious 
— 66 ſenſe of eternal things, who are in their 
FI © capacity as Servants, no better than others 
Jil who make no ſuch Profeſſions. Is not this 
| | ſhameful? Reader! let me beſeech you to 
1 apply what follows to your own behavior. 
1 Examine yourſelf, and ſee whether I may 
19! ib not ſay to you as Nathan to David, Thou 
| | iq te art the Man.” 
10 The Verſes I attempt to explain, are fo 
entirely to my purpoſe, that having made 
14% a few eaſy Reflections upon them, in the 
1747 order they lay before me, I ſhall have ſaid 


every thing I wiſh to offer for your conſi- 
deration. 
Exhort Servants to be dbetient unto 
* their own Maſters, and to pleaſe them 
<«« well in all things; not anſwering again; 
* not purloining, but ſhewing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine 
* of God our Savior in all things.” 
When the Epiſtle to Titus was written, 
Faith in the Goſpel was not profeſſed in 
common as it is now, for in Judea by far 
the greater number were yet Jews; and in 
Crete, where Titus preached when this 
Vi Epiſtle was ſent him, as many in proportion 
1 * 


PROFESSING GODE 
yet remained Heathens.” 
pened that there was — — 
of Chriſtians and Heathens under the ſame 
roof - ſometimes the Maſter was a Heathen, 
and the Servant a Chriſtian; ſometimes the 
Maſter was a Chriſtian and the Servant a 
Heathen, and at other times Maſter and 
Servant both profeſſed the Goſpel: Happy 
for the Servant where the Maſter was a 
Chriſtian, becauſe in that caſe he would be 
treated with a kindneſs which could not be 
expected from a Heatheniſh Maſter. (It 
may be proper to inform you thatServants 
in thoſe days were Slaves, bought, fold, 
forced to work, and treated at the Will of 
the Purchaſer, as the Negroes are to _ 
day in our American Settlements.) ; 

But ſuppoſe the Servant a Chriſtian, 5 
the Maſter a Heathen - was the Servant to 
abate at all of his diligence and fidelity? 

By no means: The words above contain 
the rule of Duty even on ſuch a ſuppoſition 
but the Apoſtle Peter mentions the caſe 
preciſely, 1 Pet. ii. 18. * Servants be ſub- 
<< ject to your Maſters with all fear, not 

only to the good and gentle, but alſo to 
the froward.” This was a trying eir- 
cumſtance for the poor Servants: never- 
theleſs, what ſays the Scripture ? Meditate | 


upon 


14 AN ADDRESS TO SERVANTS, 
upon it and your Reflection will be ſome 
ſuch as the following 
„ ſtances ſo trying of their faith and pati- 
+5. ence it was the duty of Servants to ſerve 
te their Maſters with fear and reverence, 
te and to count them worthy of all honor, 


t how much rather js it my Duty to be 


e qbedient- and faithful under a Maſter 
© whoſe profeſſion of the Goſpel (even 
* though that profeſſion may not have its 


due influence upon his heart) muſt ne- 


<« ęeſſarily reſtrain him, as alſo the Laws 


« of the Land do, from treating me with 


« Heatheniſtr Cruelty and Injuſtice? But 
I will proceed a ſtep farther Suppoſing 
thoſe m whoſe Service you are to be real 
Chriſtians, is not your Obligation to Re- 
verence and Duty of every kind increaſed 
rather than diminiſned? It appears from 
the nature of the Apoſtle's directions, that 
in his day, there was an aptn 
Servants to put themſelves upon a level with 
their beheving Maſters. - And are not Ser- 


vants in our day apt to forget the difference 


God has made between Maſters and Ser- 


vants ? Hear what St Paul ſays, 1 Tim. vi. 2. 


« And they that have believing Maſters, let 
them not deſpiſe them, (that is, be want- 
ing in honor and reſpect) * becaufe they 

£4 are 


:* If under circum 


. F 7 " l 

— * a 5 n 8 4 8 8 4 £ PSS, 8 . 1 e : 8 "Pi; - ”, 5 
5 ? Kant VV 8 5 ; V JJ OSS SE En, EDT OE nr NES; Fc rf - 7 IT . 

, 52 * 3 e 5 7 I Li nr RES ITS CC 55 5 a4 3 REES CI oy r ee e , e 4 

. INTEL LS S eu” RE LID GEE TS Ws tore IS . Wie OT AT NELST, EOS cs fe oF 2 W RA . N WES =. LEE STR OE, a HIRE 3 1 . „ * 

„„ . 5 2 JV ã ͤ T Tn RE 2 Oe Lt AL I TOME: FT. EP PO A AM cj 6 97 0g PE "2 

- 7 5 5 N 2 . ET N N n 5 PPP e WY > void. . Plas $ 2 1 ” - 5 . "an 
hs LE To bt Eggs RS TOS, CO wy VR Ger IM ad hace Ca ( that 3 . 12 1 : * 5 4 


eſs in believing 


N 
48 


PROFESSING GODLINESS- 235 
« are brethren: but rather d them 2 
« vice, becauſe they are faithful and 
s Javed, partakers of the heneftt. 
It is time now to attempt an uſtratien 
of the Apoſtle s words, as Wa Propoſed, 
ding ther: into four Pen 5 


1. Let Servants be e to theirs on 
Maſters, and W ſhow __ in 0 
things: 25 2 

2. Not anſwering nr 18 8 

3. Not purloining. but ſhoning al good 
fidelity. _ 

4. That they may on the doctrine of 
God our Savier in. Allchings. 5 


14 


Firſt, © Let b be obcdiens to ver 
on Maſters, &. 

Obedience is infiſted upan- Ephes. vi. 5 
gervants, be obedient to them that are 
your Maſters, with fear and — 
and again, Colofs, iii. 22. 5 Servants, ohey 
in all things your Maſters according to 
the fleſh.” In common Juſtice the Matter 
has as good a right to Obedience before he 
pays your Wages, as you have tothe Wages 
after Obedience has been performed. You 
are to 198 in all things, not picking and 

chooſing 


8 


16 AN ADDRESS TO SERVANTS 
chooſing thoſe yu of Duty which are 
moſt agreeable,” but doing all.— In every 
Service there are ſome diſagreeable offices 
to be done, but a true principle of Obedi- 
ence will carry you through all alike. God 
has called you to be a Servant, as actually 
as He has called another to be in Authority 
over you ; and this perſuaſion ought - to 
influence every part of your conduct, as 
well in the abſence as preſence of your 
Maſter. It is poſſible for you to obey your 
Maſter in all things, and to allow his Au- 
thority over you, and this for conſcience 
ſake; but there is ſomething more in the 
Obedience of a Chriſtian Servant, which is 
ſweetly implied in theſe words, Ephes. vi. 6. 
© Not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſors, 
*© but as the Servants of Chriſt, doing the 
* will of God from the heart, for ye ſerve 
the Lord: Chit. ” What an high and 
holy motive is this to chearful and active 
Obedience? Some Servants, who have little 
or no notion of the Goſpel, ſtrive to pleaſe 
their Maſters, and ſnall it be ſaid that your 
ſuperior Motives have not an equal effect? 
Wherein lays the fault? In not keeping 
your eye fixed upon Chriſt, in not looking 
: to Him for wiſdom and ſtrength, and far- 
ther, 
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member this, and conſider the duty of 


chearful Obedience. I will only add one 


word more under this head, which is 
That though your motive to chearful Obe- 


dience is to be derived from a ſenſe of 


ſerving the Lord Chriſt, yet the deſire and 
endeavor to pleaſe your Maſter is by 
no means to be diſcarded; ſo far from it, 
that it is your duty to ſtudy his temper, 
and to comply with it; for how elſe can 


you fulfil the Apoſtle's mind, to «pleaſe 


« your Maſter well in all things? 


* ſecond part of the Apoſtle's advice 


*© Not anſwering again 
15 cannot help obſerving, though not 
immediately to the purpoſe, that human 


nature has been the ſame through a ſuc- 
ceſſion of many ages, and that it has al- 
ways produced corrupt fruits, except ſo far 
as it has been reſtrained or ſanctified by 


the holy Spirit of God. 
The Sin of anſwering again, which is a 


general complaint at this day, was noted 


B and 


| PROFESSING GODLINESS.* 7 
ther, in not acknowledging his Authority 
in the perſon of your Maſter. - A chearful 


Servant makes a glad Maſter, but a grudg- 
ing Servant makes the Houſe ſad. Re- 
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13' AN ADDRESS TO SERVANTS 
and condemned in the Apoſtle's time. But 


Chriſtian Servants muſt be taught to do 


otherwiſe. If there is a fault, and you 
bear reproof patiently, no praiſe can ac- 


crue to you from hence: And ſuppoſing 


there be only the appearance of a fault, 


your Maſter is juſtified in taking notice of 


it.— But (you will aſk) ſuppoſe there is no 
fault at all, may you not exculpate your- 
ſelf? You may meekly diſown the charge 
if you are innocent, but there is a wide 
difference between meekly diſowning the 


fault, which is wrongfully imputed, and 


anſwering again in a pert and haſty man- 
ner: but be very ſure you are not blame- 
able, before you venture to anſwer at all in 
a felf-juſtifying ſtrain—and even then, a 
little modeſtly ſaid is better than many 
words. I know, after all you can do, that 
unruly evil the Tongue will be preſſing 
very hard to get the victory - Watch 


and pray,” or it will unavoidably over- 
come you in many inſtances. Nor is it 


enough to curb your tongue before your 
Maſter, for if you looſe it in murmurs 
behind his back, you are guilty before 
God: it being evident from this that 
the fear of God does not reſtrain * 
1 for 
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for then you would no more murmur in 
your Cloſet than in the hearing of a Mul- 
titude. „ 

Reader! Did you never talk over fan- 
cied grievances with your Fellow-ſervants, 
and fo indulge the ſpirit of murmuring ? 
Did you never ſpeak unhandſomely of 
your Maſter or Miſtreſs to others? Did 
you never complain of them to people out 
of the houſe, and ſo get them an ill name, 
and hurt their reputation in the place where 
they live? 

If you have real complaints to make, 
be honeſt and ingenuous, and humbly 
ſubmit them to your Maſter's conſideration. 
— hut you are aſhamed (you will ſay) to 
ſpeak to your Maſter's face: Believe me, it 
is a baſe degree of Cowardice that puts 
you upon complaining behind his back; 
you are a member of his family, and you 
ought to be concerned to ſupport the re- 
putation of it. If Conſcience, upon due 
Examination, finds you guilty in any of 
theſe reſpe&ts, confeſs your ſin unto God, 
and endeavor to reſtore to your Maſter his 
good name, by ſaying what good you can 
of him, concealing the favits you cannot 
help ſeeing — for if he has any, you eſpe- 

: B 2 cially 
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cially who live with him muſt be privy to 
them. 


The third Injunction is, Not pur- 
dd loining, but ſhewing all 890d fide- 
FART... 

Not purloining ;” that is, in modern 
language, not pilfering or cribbing any 
thing that is your Maſter's. In thoſe Fa- 
milies where certain Perquiſites are allowed, 
there are the greateſt temptations to this Sin; 
but in all Families there are ſome. T aking 
to your own uſe what is your Maſter's, is, 

in the extent of it — Stealing; — and well 

might it be for ſeveral, if they conſidered 
it in this light. 

1 give any thing away that is your 
Maſter's, 1s another breach of Fidelity, for 
you have no more right to give away a 
morſel of bread ho a whole loaf. In 
great families perhaps this may be left to 
the diſcretion of Servants. If you hve in 
ſuch a family, let Conſcience direct you: 
but where (as in moſt private houſes) the 

Maſter or Miſtreſs confine this liberty to 
themſelves, it is Sin in you to aſſume it. 

The ſecond part of the Injunction im- 
plies a great deal more than keeping your 


1 
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hands from pilfering, or any ſort of wrong; 
for it is written, not only not to purloin, 
but to ſhew all good fidelity. 

Good Fidelity *, this includes ſuch a Uſe 
of your Maſter's things as if they were 
your own. Reader! what think you of 
making a waſte ? Every bit of bread that 
is thrown careleſsly aſide brings you in 
guilty here. It 1s ſhameful to know the 
cauſe given for complaint upon this ſcore, 
and eſpecially in large Families. Waſte of 
any ſort is a Sin - ] repeat it, becauſe it is 
generally thought ſo lightly of. Every ſort 
of waſte of Meat and Drink witneſſes 
againſt you as an unfaithful Servant. What 
ſays our Lord? * Gather up the fragments 
* which remain, that nothing be loſt.” 

There are many inſtances of Waſte in a 
houſe which 1t would be endleſs to reckon 
up. — If you are an attentive faithful Ser- 
vant in any degree, they will ſuggeſt them- 

 *: 4; ſelves 


* Accept of a hint here which cannot be ſo properly 
introduced in any other place. — Opening a Bureau or 
Drawers, the keys being accidentally left in; and look- 
ing into letters which may occaſionally lay about— are 
ſuch glaring inſtances of unfaithfulneſs, that ] have 
been aſtoniſhed to hear that Servants, profeſſing Godli- 

neſs, have given any handle to be ſuſpected thereof. 


22 AN ADDRESS TO SERVANTS 
ſelves to you as the temptations to them 
_ ariſe, but I ſhall remind you of one or 
two principal ones. Waſte, which is made 
through careleſsneſs in breaking things, is 
Unfaithfulneſs. Accidents will happen to 
the moſt careful and faithful Servants, and 
ſuch will be as ſorry as if the loſs were 
their own; ſuch too will be aſhamed of 
the common arts of concealing the time 
and occaſion of ſuch accidents. But num 
berleſs are the charges of a Maſter, owing 
to the want of greater care in the Servants 
in uſing the furniture and things about the 
houſe. | 
Tou may alſo be unfaithful in waſting | 
your time—for your time 1s your Maſter's. 
How general a complaint 1s 1t that a Ser- 
vant cannot be ſent out on an errand, but 
there muſt be loitering on the —_ tot 
chatting and goſlipping ? 
It is a common Sin to waſte time in 
bed, you think it hard to be rouſed be- 
times, though Conſcience tells you that 
(except where ill Health prevents) it is an 
abſolute Duty to riſe early — and if you 
were to obſerve this, your Work would 
be "_—_ forward, and go on more chear- 
- tally | 
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fully throughout the day. You- would 
then have better leiſure for Meditation * 
Prayer... 

Reader ! if your time be your Maſter” 8. 
how will you account to him as a Servant, 
or to God who made you ſuch, if you 
waſte unneceſſary time in bed? Or if, 
when you are up, you ſtand with your 
hands folded in the poſture of the Slug- 
gard? I you are faithful and induſtri- 
ous, you may always find n to 
be done. 

I hinted to you juſt now, chat Careleſs- 
neſs + was Unfaithfulneſs, and you will 
be of my mind if you conſider how much 
a Maſter ſuffers in loſs and inconvenience 
by the ſlothfulneſs of Servants in not do- 
ing carefully the work that is committed 
to them. Every piece of work done in a 
ſlovenly manner 1s a witneſs againſt you, 
——yes—the dirty Corners of a houſe Ne- 
claim your Unfaithfunef. | 


1 ben 


1 * Forgetfulneſs 3 is alſo Unfaithfulneſs— ce J forgot 
it,“ is an excuſe which, when comes with 
_* diſgrace from the mouth of Servants profeſſing God- 
e lineſs—becauſe it is their acknowledged duty to re- 
„% member the orders and directions of their Maſter.” 
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I ſeem to have faid enough under this 
| head to ftir you up to the great Duty of 
F idelity, even that of the Heart and the 
Conſcience; and I truſt that, if you at- 
tentively conſider the hints offered under 
the ſeveral foregoing heads, you will be 

a Servant that need not be aſhamed at 
this coming of the great Maſter of us all 
And this reminds me to enforce the whole 
of what has been ſaid, by a ſhort comment 


upon the reaſon for Obedience urged by 
| the 71 ; ; | 


That you may adorn the doctrine of 
* God our Savior in all things.” 
You may ſecretly 1magine the Conduct 
laid down above to be too ſtrict. Un- 
doubtedly you cannot perform it without 


an habitual and ſteady regard to Jeſus 
Chriſt for daily ſupplies of his Spirit, — 


but with ſuch daily waiting upon Him, 
who gives his holy Spirit to thoſe that 
aſk it, you may as undoubtedly perform 
it. We do not expect that you ſhould 


never fail in Duty — but leſt Satan and a 


ſlothful heart ſhould tempt you to care- 
leſsneſs, by laing the Excuſe of human 
Infirmity 
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Infirmity in your way — we beg of you to 
remember, that whenever you fail, you 
will be ſorry for your failings, and heartily 
ſtrive to amend them; — and thus your 
Conduct will become leſs and leſs excep- 
_ tionable, and, on the whole, be -worthy 
your profeſſion, and you will be enabled 
to adorn the Doctrine of God your Savior. 
—And is not this deſirable? You own 
how infinitely you are indebted to the 
Love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, and though 
you never can repay that debt of Love, 
you have every day an Opportunity of 
diſcovering a grateful diſpoſition, and if 
you do not embrace it, we mult doubt 
your ſincerity. 

Reader ! the Glory of God 1s concerned 
in your faithful behavior as a Servant. 
(if my Reader be an Iſraelite indeed I am 
ſure I touch his heart here:) - By your 
good Fidelity render Glory unto God, 
and adorn his Doctrine. Let your light 
ſhine upon all around you. — Let me 
intreat you to be forward in ſhewing 
good nature and courteſy towards your 


Fellow-ſervants - Be ready to bear each 
** other's burdens.” 


If 


— — 


— a 


26 AN ADDRESs To SERVANTS 


If they are yet ftrangers and enemies ta 
Godlinels, the meekneſs of wiſdom which 


ſhines in your behavior may be made the 
bleſſed inſtrument of their reconciliation. 


Example is better than a thouſand ver- 


Hal reproofs, which frequently do more 


harm than good, unleſs they be ſeaſon- 


_ ably adminiſtered. 


If they are already Partakers of the Be- 
nefit, it may be expected that you will of 


courſe be gentle and kind to each other.— 


But a ſtrong Temptation will ariſe to hin- 
der it; The fear of having a F elow-ſer- 
vant preferred before you in the Maſter's | 
favor will aſſault you.—In ſhort, Jealouſy, 
with its hundred evils, will rankle in your 
heart, and at length (if not fought againſt) 
break out in conduct that will diſturb the 
Peace of the whole houſe. Then you will 
find ſuch dulneſs in Prayer, and under all 


the Means of Grace, that you will become 


a burden to yourſelf. 

Jealouſy among the Servants has de- 
ſtroyed the comfort of many families; — it 
is at the root of hatred, malice, and all 
uncharitableneſs : it is the very device of 
the Devil to bring a reproach upon the 

cauſe 
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cauſe of Chriſt. Watch, therefore, and 
pray, againſt the firſt rifings of this abo- 
minable evil, as you value your peace and 
progreſs in every Chriſtian Attainment. 
Watch and pray, or you will fall fadly 
ſhort in every Duty to "God and Man ; — 
a grudging and murmuring temper will in- 

vade you, and you will become aStumbling- 
block to your Acquaintance, and a Re- 
proach to your Profeſſion. 


27 


Thus much reſpeRting your Conduct 
towards your F Do ſervants. — But far- 
ther : | 

Your Maſter, if he be yet a ftranger to 
the power of Godlineſs, may, by your 
holy example, be conſtrained to confeſs 
that the Spirit of God is in you of a truth. 
—But ſhould your Actions be inconſiſtent 
with the marks of the fame Holy Spirit 
deſcribed in Scripture - wonder not at it, it 
He joins with others in branding you for 
an Hypocrite. To what amount your Pro- 
feſſions and Pretenſions to the Spirit of 
God, unleſs you hve and walk in the 
Spirit ? A true Chriſtian appears to be 
ſuch in wall parts of his Converſation in 


the 
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the world ; —and as in one view of his 


life it is hid with Chriſt in God; fo in 
another view of it, it is open to the eyes 
of all men. 5 

A degree of Contempt will in almoſt 
every caſe accompany the Doctrines of 


Chriſt and his Followers: — but there is 
not the leaſt doubt of this; that the in- 


conſiſtent conduct of Profeſſors has occa- 
ſioned much of the ſcorn: and deriſion 
which have been poured upon thoſe Doc- 
trines. Let the Diſciples but live as their 
Maſter lived, in all things ſtriving to fol- 
low his moſt holy Example, and hike Him, 
though ſcorned and derided by many, they 


will be held in eſteem by ſome; for Goſ- 


pel-ſimplicity and holineſs, faithfully de- 
lineated in the life, will frequently ſtrike 
the Beholder, and at leaſt prevent ſo much 


reproach as is occaſioned by thoſe who 


profeſs one thing and live another. 


I will detain you no longer, but heartily 
beſeech you to apply the Inſtruction now 
afforded you in a way of Self-Examination. 
God grant that this little labor of love 
may be a bleſſing to you! I aſk but one 

T1 ſort 
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ſort of recompenſe; - pray for the Author, 
that he in his Station may conſcientiouſly 
_ diſcharge the Duties of it, and daily adorn 
the doctrine of God his Savior ;=and that 
he may be enabled, with Faith 'and Pa- 
tience, to hold out until the coming of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to make up his 
Jewels, and to be admired in all them 
that believe. 

L 
Glory to God in the Higheſt. 
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